FROM WORN COPY TO SHELF-READY TREASURE

Restoring Biggles of the Camel Squadron — a customer restoration story from Willow House Antiques

A fragile vintage book was made complete again by replacing missing pages, rebuilding its spine and binding,
fitting new endpapers, and finishing it with a facsimile dust jacket.

Every old book carries two stories: the one printed on its pages and the one written through years of use. One customer began a
remarkable new chapter for this copy of Biggles of the Camel Squadron after buying it from Willow House Antiques. The
photographs below document how a very tired volume was carefully taken apart, repaired and returned to the shelf.
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The original frontispiece and title page, with visible age spotting.



THE STARTING POINT

The illustrated frontispiece and title page still showed why the book was worth saving, but its physical condition presented a
serious challenge. The original front board was worn, the spine and rear board were missing, pages 15-16 were loose, and pages
253-254 were absent. Age-related spotting and discolouration were also visible throughout the paper.

The worn original front board before restoration began. The damaged binding, with the spine and rear board missing.



Loose pages 15-16 showed that the text block also needed attention. The gap left by missing pages 253-254.

REMOVING THE OLD ADHESIVE

The first structural job was to strip away the old glue from the exposed spine. Removing the brittle adhesive revealed the sewing
and the backs of the gathered sections, creating a cleaner foundation for the repair work that followed.



Old adhesive removed from the spine during preparation. A closer view of the cleaned spine and visible sewing structure.

RECREATING THE MISSING PAGES

The missing final leaves could not simply be ignored. Replacement pages 253 and 254 were produced to restore the continuity of
the text. The new leaves were prepared to match the original page size and layout as closely as practical, then incorporated into
the repaired book.
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The newly made replacement page 253. The newly made replacement page 254.

REBUILDING THE SPINE AND BINDING

With the text block prepared, the spine was re-glued and new mull was attached to strengthen the connection between the pages
and the new case. Areplacement cover and fresh endpapers were then made, followed by the careful process of bringing the text
block and cover together.




The spine re-glued and reinforced with The new cover and endpapers taking The replacement cover ready for

THE FINISHED BOOK

The transformation is striking. The rebound volume now has a clean cloth case, new front and rear endpapers, and replacement
pages 253-254 in place. A facsimile dust jacket completes the presentation while giving the restored book the familiar visual
character associated with the title.

The book fully rebound in its new cloth The completed restoration with a The restored book opened to show its



Replacement page 253 in its final position. Replacement page 254 beside the new rear endpaper.

A BOOK READY FORITS NEXT CHAPTER

This project shows what patience and determination can achieve. A copy that arrived with major binding damage, loose leaves
and missing pages has been made complete and presentable again. We are delighted that a book found at Willow House
Antiques inspired such a thoughtful restoration—and that the customer shared the full journey with us.

Have you restored a book discovered in our shop? We would love to see your before-and-after photographs.
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